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Halesowen C of E Primary School

We care, we trust, we believe.

We share, we enjoy, we achieve.
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School Vision

Halesowen Church of England Primary School was a school built for the local community. Right from the beginning it was an
inclusive school built on strong Christian beliefs. It is our duty to ensure that this deeply Christian core runs through everything we
do at Halesowen C of E in the modern day.

We believe children can flourish if they are loved and valued. We have high expectations of everyone because we know they can
achieve if someone believes in them. We trust each other and are proud that we are one big family. We care about each and every
one of our families. We enjoy the job we do and make school a fun place to be. We share this place Halesowen C of E; a place
special to all of us, a place where we can feel safe, a place where we can learn and thrive together.

Our Halesowen Curriculum Vision

At Halesowen C of E we want all children to have access to a meaningful, fun and exciting, curriculum which is rich with
first hand experiences and language. We will ensure pupils are given the opportunities to achieve. We believe that:

“A child is like a butterfly in the wind. Some can fly higher than others, but each one flies the best it can. Each one is
different, each one is special, each one is beautiful.”

We value all of our children irrespective of background, culture or academic ability and want them all to experience the
breadth of curriculum subjects we offer allowing them to develop their own preferences and interests which they can
foster and develop as they learn grow and move on to their next phase of education.
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Curriculum Intent

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
AND
NON- STATUTORY GUIDANCE

EYFS:- Statutory EYFS framework and Early learning goals. Use of Development Matters 2021- taken predominantly from the
Understanding of the World section; whilst also drawing on skills from Communication and Language, and Personal, Social and
Emotional Development.

Key stage 1 and 2: - Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus and Understanding Christianity.

Use of additional resources such as (but not limited to) Understanding Christianity, Twinkl, Roots and Fruits, NATRE, RE Online.

PROVISION

RE is taught as a stand-alone subject but staff will make links to the wider immersive thematic approach where appropriate and to
PSHE. We ensure the minimum requirement of 36 hours of RE per year for EYFS and Key Stage 1, and 45 hours of RE per year in Key
Stage 2 is met.

RE is planned from the Worcester Agreed Syllabus and the Christian units are supplemented with planning from Understanding
Christianity.

Children will also learn aspects of RE throughout our whole school worship plan.

In EYFS Religious Education is taught through key worker sessions, adult led activities and enhanced provision. The majority of our
work comes through listening to stories and discussing our experiences.

KNOWLEDGE

Children need to know and understand the diverse world in which they live. The Worcester Agreed Syllabus states “The principal aim
of religious education is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting their own ideas and ways of
living.” This helps children to develop and show their key British values of individual liberty; mutual respect and tolerance of those of
different faiths/beliefs.

There are 3 key elements of knowledge: making sense of a range of religious and none religious beliefs/ making sense of the text;
understanding the impact and significance of differing beliefs; and making connections between religious and none religious beliefs.
Each element is covered in every RE unit.

In EYFS the units are predominantly based upon knowledge of Christianity, but links are made to other religions. We also explore a
range of different religious and cultural festivals e.g. Eid (Islam), Diwali (Hindu), Chinese New Year.

In KS1 the units are based upon knowledge of Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

In KS2 the units are based upon knowledge of Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism.

There is a focus on how religion can affect daily life with some exposure to humanistic and none religious views too.
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The knowledge in the RE curriculum is intended to be progressive and is designed to build on prior learning but to ensure

acquisition deliberatively overlaps and is repetitive. Learning from three or four religions across a key stage is demanding: the syllabus
does not recommend tackling six religions in a key stage. Depth is more important than overstretched breadth.

Within the Understanding Christianity Units, children will learn about the following concepts:

EYFS will learn about Creation (God), Incarnation and Salvation

KS1 will learn about God, Creation, Incarnation Gospel and Salvation

Year 3 and 4 will learn about Creation/ Fall, People of God, Incarnation/God, Gospel, Salvation and Kingdom of God

Year 5 and 6 will learn about God, Creation/ Fall, People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and Kingdom of God

There is a focus on retention and this is supported through the spiral RE curriculum where concepts are revisited and explored in more
depth as pupils move through the school.

SKILLS

There is a planned skills progression through identified key aspects of the subject. (From Worcester Agreed Syllabus 2025, see
Apendix)

These skills are categorised in the following key areas: investigating, reflecting, expressing, interpreting, empathising, applying,
discerning, analysing, synthesising, evaluating,

There will be opportunities to practise skills in pure “skills” sessions before applying.

MEANINGFUL START POINTS

Children need to know where subjects exist in real life. “We are theologists/ Human and Social Scientists/ Philosophers”. They need to
understand what RE is and when we are learning RE within other lessons.

Initial learning should link to the child and their part in the subject in real life. In RE each theme or topic should always start with
“What do | believe?”

In RE learning begins with the theme of “us”, underpinning the connotation of how religious and none religious beliefs impact upon
lives.

VOCABULARY AND LANGUAGE

Children should build a bank of subject and topic specific vocabulary — understanding meanings and define words then use in the
correct context.

RE specific language is developed from EYFS, and as children progress through school an emphasis is placed on understanding the
meaning of words, defining them using their existing knowledge and using vocabulary in the correct contexts.

They should use language to question, enquire, compare, contrast, explain, justify and debate.
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ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

To bring alive the knowledge aspects of RE children should experience things first hand through trips and visitors.

Further aspects of RE can be developed through the use of technology e.g. using videos to see inside religious buildings we are unable
to visit.

Relevant and meaningful opportunities should be provided linked to their local area, individual interests, current affairs or events,
culture, community. For example, Christian celebrations in the church — Easter, Christmas.

Making the most of resources available- for example seeing the churchyard and local church as an asset- teaching RE lessons in the
church and using the resources within the building.

Using the library service to provide children with artefacts they can hold and look at in detail to grasp a clearer focus of the religion
they are studying.

We have very close links with our Church and these are used to support the teachings of Christian beliefs where appropriate. This
includes visits from the clergy for collective worship and special celebrations.

Children should experience different festivals and celebrations including whole school focus’ in assembly and EYFS experience days to
immerse them in their learning.

Children in Years 5 and 6 will also have the opportunity to visit Worcester Cathedral for an enrichment day linked to Understanding
Christianity. This will happen every year so all children will be able to experience it.

Visits to other faith buildings e.g. Mosque, synagogue, temple

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT

Ensure equality so all children can access learning (SEND). Teachers will consider ways children who struggle with English skills can
access and present learning, or children with physical impairments can access tools and resources.

Allow opportunities for curiosity and fascination in all subjects and topics- create awe and wonder about the world around them.
Make time for children to be inquisitive and develop learning in their own way- let them own their learning journey and applying skills
they have been taught.

Nurture ambitions and aspirations- talk about the variety of careers that could be explored through the church, or uses skills they will
have built such as empathy and understanding e.g. charity work or care work.

Develop a curiosity for how everyone’s beliefs can be different, and how their views can shape the way they look at the world
compared to others.
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RE whole school overview

Year/ Term EYFS Key stage 1 Lower key stage 2 Upper key stage 2
Autumn First Half Term Being Special: Where do we Year 1 - What does it mean Year 3 - What is it like for Year 5 - What does it mean if
belong? (F4) to belong to a faith someone to follow God? L2.2 | Christians believe God is holy

(UC Unit)

Celebration focus:
Harvest

community? 1.10

Year 2 — Who do Christians
say made the world? 1.2
(UC unit)

(UC unit)

Year 4 —~What do Christians
learn from the creation story?
L2.1 (UC unit)

and loving? U2.1 (UC unit)

Year 6 —Creation and science
conflicting or
complementary? U2.2 (UC
unit)

Autumn Second Half Term

Why is Christmas special for
Christians? (F2)

(can be supplemented with
UC unit Why do Christians
perform nativity plays at
Christmas)

Celebration focus:
Christingle
Advent

Christmas

Year 1 - How should we care
for others and for the world,
and why does it matter? 1.9
RE week: Why does Christmas
matter to Christians? 1.3

(UC unit)

Year 2 — What do Christians
believe God is like? 1.1
(Digging Deeper 25-26)

RE week: Why does Christmas
matter to Christians? Digging
Deeper section. 1.3

(UC unit)

Year 3 — How and why do
people try to make the world
a better place? L2.12

RE Week: What is the ‘Trinity’
and why is it important to
Christians? L2.3 (UC unit)

Year 4 —How and why do
people mark the significant
events of life? L2.11

RE Week: What is the ‘Trinity’
and why is it important to
Christians? L2.3 (UC unit —
digging deeper)

Year 5 — What does it mean
to be Humanist in Britain
today? U2.11

RE Week: Why do Christians
believe Jesus was the
Messiah? U2.3 (UC unit)

Year 6 — How does faith help
people when life gets hard?
RE Week: Why do Christians
believe Jesus was the
Messiah? U2.3 (UC unit —
digging deeper)
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Spring First Half Term

Why is the word God special
to Christians?(F1)

Celebration focus:

Year 1 - Who is Jewish and
how do they live? 1.7a

Year 2 — Who is Jewish and
how do they live? 1.7b

Year 3 -What do Hindus
believe God is like? L2.7

Year 4 —What does it mean to
be Hindu in Britain today? L2.8

Year 5 — How do Christians
decide how to live? ‘What
would Jesus do?’ U2.4 (UC
unit)

Year 6 —For Christians, what
kind of king is Jesus? U2.6 (UC
unit)

Spring Second Half Term

Why is Easter so special to
Christians? (F3)

(can be supplemented with
UC unit Why do Christians put
a cross in an Easter garden)

Celebration focus:
Mother’s Day
Easter

Ramadan (2026)
Eid-al-Fitr (2026)

Year 1 - Why does Easter
matter to Christians? 1.5 (UC
unit)

Year 2 — Why does Easter
matter to Christians? 1.5 (UC
unit- digging deeper)

Year 3 — Why do Christians
call the day Jesus died ‘Good
Friday’? L2.5 (UC unit)

Year 4 — Why do Christians
call the day Jesus died ‘Good
Friday’? L2.5 (UC unit —
digging deeper)

Year 5 — What do Christians
believe Jesus did to ‘save’
people? U2.5 (UC unit KS2b7)

Year 6 — What difference
does the resurrection make to
Christians? UC Unit 2B.7

Summer First Half Term

Which stories are special and
why? (F6)

Celebration focus:

Year 1 — Who is a Muslim and
how do they live. 1.6a

Year 2 — Who is a Muslim and
how do they live. 1.6b

Year 3 -What kind of world
did Jesus want? L2.4 (UC unit)

Year 4 —For Christians, what
was the impact of Pentecost?
L2.6 (UC unit)

Year 5 — What does it mean
to be a Muslim in Britain
today? U2.8

Year 6 —Why is the Torah so
important to Jewish people?
u2.9
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Summer Second Half Term

Which places are special and
why? (F5)

Celebration focus:
Eid-al-Adha (2026)

Year 1 - What is the ‘good
news’ Christians believe Jesus
brings?1.4 (UC unit)

Year 2 -What makes some
places sacred to believers?
1.8 (UC unit)

Year 3 — How do festivals and
worship show what matter to
Muslims? L2.9

Year 4 —How do festivals and

family life show what matters
to Jewish people? L2.10

Year 5 — Why do Hindus want
to be good? U2.7

Year 6 ~What matters most
to Humanists, Christians?
uv2.10
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Developing knowledge, skills and attitudes in RE

Progmass in RE involvas the application of general educational skils and procssses in handing subjact knowledgs. This, in turn, strengthens the
skills and despens understanding and knowledge The following skills are important in RE, and are reflected in many agreed syllabus programmes
and approaches. You shouks plan 1o enable pupis 10 make progress with these skills, as appropriate in each key stage

Investigating — in AE thi ncludes abiites such as:

® asking relevant questions

o knowing how 10 uoe cifferent types of Sources as waya of gathering information
& knowing what may constitute evidenoe for understanding reigionis).

Reflecting - in AE thio includes abiities auch as

e reflecting on refigicus Deliefs and practices and ultimate queations

* refisoting upon feelings, relationohips, and experences

& thinking and opeaking carefully about religious and spiritual topics.

Expressing — n RE this includss ablities cuch as.

*  expianing concspts, nuals and practices

* identifying and articulating maters of dsep conviction and cancem, and responding 1o refigious issuas
through o variety of media.

Interpreting — in FE thic inciuces abiities auch as.

s crawing meaning from, for example anafacts, works of art, postry and symboia

* interoreting reigicus language

*  sungesting meanings of relgious texts.

Empathising - n RE this includes abilities such aa:

* considenng the thoughts, feslings, expensncse, attitudes, belefs and valuse of others

* gsveloping the power of magination to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgvenscs and Somow

* seeng the world through the eyes of others, and 1o 956 Issues from their point of view, despanng
understanding of belefs and practices.

Azk Increasingly desp and compiex qUESTions SDOUT ralgion.
Us2 a widening ranos of Sourcas 10 PUISUS answers.
Focus on selecting and understanding relavant sources to deal with ralgious and spritual questions with
Increaaing insight and ssnsitivity.

Evaluate a range of responses to the questions and issuss they study.

Deaccrioe how action and atmoaphere makas them faal,

Expeience 1he uoe of slence and thoughtfness in religion and in 1ife.

Taks increasing account of the meanings of experience and disosm the depth of questions religion addresoss.
Roopend senaitively and with ingight to miigious and opirtual phenomena and their meanings.

Explain what words and actions might mean to balievers.

Articudate their own reactions and ideas sDoUt reigious questions and practices.

Ciarty and analyze with growing confidencs sspects of religion which thay find valuaie of intareeting

or regative

Explain in words and other ways thelr own rsoponese to matiers of desp conviction.

Say what an object means, or explain a symibol.

Use figures of apeech or metaphors 1o speak craatively about raiigious dass

Understand incraaangly the diverse ways in which raligous and spritual experience can Ds marpretad.
Carty and expreas the role of nterpratation in raligion and Iife.

See with senolivity how cthers respond to thair actions, words of behaviowr.

Connect ther fesings, both pocitive and negative, with thooe of others, Including thoss in refigious stones and
conaxts.

Imagine with growing awarenass how they would feel in a difflerent stuation from their own,
Icsentify thoughtfully with other peceie from a range of communities and stances for fe.




Halesowen C of E Curriculum
RE Curriculum

RE teaching is intended to develop these skills:

Applying — in RE thiz includas abilties such as:

= yaing AE learning in new situations

=  making the azsociation betwesn religions and indvidual community, national and intemational life
+ idantifying key religicus values and thair connections with sacular values.

Discerning - in RE this includes abilties such &

= gdeveloping ingight inlo personal expenence and religion

= sapiloring the positive and negative aspects of relgiows and seoular beliefs and ways of life
= mlating saming to lie

*  making thoughtiul judgements shout the personal vale of religious belisfs and practices.
Analysing - in BE thio incledes abilities cuch oo

+ distinguishing betwesn opinion, befiel and tact

= ditinguishing batwesn the Teatures of differant nelgions

= reoognising similarities and distinotivensss of religous ways of Iife.
Synthesising — in RE this includas abilfties such &3

# [inking significant features of eligion together in a cohenent pathern

* Connecting difersnt aspects of ife into a maaningful whoke

+  making links between religion and human experence, including the pURIls own experence

Evaluating — in RE the includes ablities uch as.
* debating issuss of religious significance wath reference to expenance, evidencs and argument

= weighing the reapective clams of self-interest. conaideration for others, relgiows tsaching and indiidual
CoNsCienos

s drawing conclusions which ans balanced, and relabed to evidencs, dislogue and expanencs

Examples of progression from =1
Pugils will b increasingly able 1o

Recognize relgious matenals and take note of their detals and shis.

Gee linkz and simple connections bebween aapects of religions.

Flake increasingly subtle and comolex links betwesn religious matsnial and their own ideas.
Apply learning from one Ielgious comted o New consexts with growing swarsness and clarity.
Cynthesise their laaming from differert reigious sources snd their own ideas.

Expariancd ha owe and wonder of the natunl ward and of human rdations.

Be wiling to look beyond the surfans at underying ideas and gusstiona.

‘Wisigh up tha vales religicus belisvers find in their faith with insight, rslating it to their own sxpserisncs.
Dizcem with clarity, mapect and thowghthulness the impact (positive and megative) of eligious and secular
warys of ving

Sapg wihat kinds of ressong ane given 1o explain religious aapects of life

iR in digcuasion about isouas anging from tha study of religion.

Line masons, tacts, opinions, examples and experiencs o juslily o question o view of o mligious isous
Analyss the migicus views encountered with faimesa, balance, empathy and oritical rigour

Motice similarities batween stories and practices from refligions.

Lize general werds to describe a renge of religicus practios and taeching.

Make links Detvween differant s=pects of one rigion, of similar and conrasting aspects of two oF

IMACrE: Melighona.

Explain clearty the relationships, similanties and dfemnces DEtvesn 3 range of relgious arguments, ideas,
videas and taachings

Talk asipout what makes people chooss elgious ways of s

Describe how religious people show the imooriance of symbals, key figunes, texts or storss.

‘Welgh up with taimess and balance the valus they 9ee in a rangs of religious practices.

Evaluste skifuly some religious responses 1o meral issues, and their own Reponses.




